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Dean's Welcome
It is my pleasure to report that University College has finished up a successful summer, thanks 
to our partnerships across Tufts and the hard work of our team.

The Summer Session, operated by Courses 
at Tufts in collaboration with many of the 
other schools and serving both matriculated 
and non-matriculated undergrads and grads, 
saw considerable growth in enrollments.

Continuing trends that emerged during the 
pandemic, there is a strong preference for 
virtual and hybrid courses in the summer by 
both faculty and students, representing nearly 
80% of course registrations.  

Tufts Pre-College Programs showed substantial growth and successfully navigated the return 
to residential programming, thanks to support of Conference and Event Services, the Health 
Services team, Public Safety, and many other stakeholders.

Most importantly, the students have had wonderful experiences in their courses and programs; 
we are grateful to everyone who has made this possible.

In this, the second edition of our newsletter, I also share an update on our DEIJ efforts to 
expand access to our pre-college programs, along with a profile of University College Faculty 
member Kim Ruane, Professor of Mathematics.  We look forward to working with you as we 
head into the new year!

Joe Auner
Austin Fletcher Professor of Music
Dean, University College



Expanding Access to Pre-College 
Programs with Minds Matter Boston

As part of our commitment to 
expand access and increase 
the diversity of our Pre-
College offerings, need-based 
financial aid is built into the 
tuition model for all our 
programs. For the Summer of 
2022, we have awarded 
$270k in financial aid in 
support of systemically 
excluded youth. At the same 
time, the Pre-College team 

has been working to extend the reach of our internal aid pool through a series of cost-share 
agreements and scholarships developed with more than a dozen area institutions and 
organizations.

We are particularly excited about our pilot program with Minds Matter Boston, an 
organization with an 18-year history of working closely with ambitious, low-income 
students from Boston Public Schools. Their success in addressing systemic issues around 
access, belonging, and gate-keeping is reflected in MMB students’ 100% acceptance rate 
into four-year colleges or universities, with 97% having already graduated or still enrolled. 

This summer, in collaboration with MMB, UC is hosting seven students who are enrolled in 
two-week immersive seminars offered through our new Tufts Summer Accelerator 
program. Taught by faculty and graduate students from across the university, these 
seminars give students the chance to explore their academic interests while acclimating to 
college life through on-campus social activities and events. Tufts was included in a recent 
article about MMB’s work with area universities this summer in East.Boston.com. 

We are working to identify resources to expand our partnership with Minds Matter Boston 
over the coming years to provide more talented students the chance to bring their breadth 
of experiences and interests to our Pre-College community.

Learn More 

https://www.mindsmatterboston.org/
https://eastboston.com/?p=6528
https://universitycollege.tufts.edu/high-school


Kim Ruane

Professor Kim Ruane, Chair of the Department of Mathematics, is a 
founding member of the University College Faculty. She brings to her 
work on the Faculty a long-term commitment to educational innovation 
through her many years of service on the AS&E Summer Session 
committee, her leadership in developing a pedagogically successful 
summer online Calculus 1 course, and through the many courses she 
has taught for undergraduates and graduate students. Kim also has 
extensive experience in university governance, including service on the 
AS&E Tenure and Promotion Committee and the Executive Committee. 

Her research in mathematics focuses on Geometric Group Theory integrating a wide range 
of interdisciplinary approaches, as she writes: "As with many areas of mathematics, the 
beauty of the subject comes from many simple ideas from different disciplines woven 
together to reveal powerful new tools for solving problems." A faculty member at Tufts 
since 2000, Kim is also well-known for enlivening online meetings through the creative use 
of Snapchat filters, and whether appearing as an elf or a flame-wreathed demon, always 
makes cogent contributions to any discussion.

For more information on University College's programs, visit us at universitycollege.tufts.edu
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